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When lecals take home the blue ribbon,
ActewAGL couldn’l be prouder. ActewAGL
partners with the Royal National Capital

Agricultural - Society to bring you the 20711
Roval Canberra show:
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AClewAGL invests time, resources and expertise

into community partnerships. Over 150 charities,
schools, cormmunity groups, sporting teams and
businesses are supported through our Cornmurnity
Sponsorship program.

aclewaql.com.au



Message from the Minister

| am pleased to welcome students and teachers to
this year’s ActewAGL Royal Canberra Show and
introduce the Education Handbook 2011.

The Canberra Show provides students with
a wealth of learning experiences through the
varied range of attractions on show.

This Handbook is full of ideas and activities that
students can complete to ensure their visit to the
show is educational, as well as great fun.

Students have the chance to learn more about
sustainability, farming, plants and animals at the
show in a fun way which complements the work
being done in classrooms.

Students can learn about our environment and issues affecting our region such as
climate change in a hands-on way and see first-hand how it impacts on the way we live
and how we care for the land, our wildlife and domestic and farm animals.

Students will also have the chance to see a range of animals they may not usually
encounter, talk to local farmers, and learn more about agriculture and produce grown
in the Canberra region.

To ensure our students recognise the importance of environmental sustainability, the
ACT Government is striving to see all schools carbon neutral by 2017.

Water tanks and solar panels are being installed at schools and schools are working
hard to reduce their water and electricity consumption. Students are taking an active
role in this process.

| would like to wish you an enjoyable, informative and memorable time at the
2011 ActewAGL Royal Canberra Show.

Andrew Barr MLA
Minister for Education and Training




Welcome to the ActewAGL Royal Canberra Show

The ActewAGL Royal Canberra Show is the largest single entertainment and educational
event in Canberra and the South East Region.

You can't go to the Show without learning something new and this year’s Show offers more
educational experiences than ever before.

This handbook is designed to meet the school syllabus requirements of every age group from
early primary through to upper primary to high school. For teachers, the result is a quality
co-ordinated educational excursion to the Show. For students, a memorable, informative
experience. For both - a whole day of fun.

The first part of this book includes the application form to go to the Show, the Show map,
Attractions and Safety Around Animals. In the second part, you will find Animal, Art, Craft and
Harvest Hall section information, followed by suggestions for activities to do before, during
and after your visit.

When is the Show?
Friday 25, Saturday 26 February and Sunday 27 February 2011.

Where is the Show?
Exhibition Park in Canberra (EPIC), with bus entrance from Flemington Road in Mitchell.

Contact information
Telephone: (02) 6241 2478

Facsimile:  (02) 6241 1712

Email: admin@rncas.org.au
Internet: www.rncas.org.au

Office Hours: 8.30am - 4.30pm weekdays

(Education Handbook is also available online)

Show Opening Hours
8.30am to 10.00pm on Friday and Saturday.

8.30am to 6.00pm on Sunday.

Discount Entry Fees for School Groups

Discount entry to the ActewAGL Royal Canberra Show is available on Friday, 25 February
for students and accompanying teachers from schools and colleges in the ACT and local
regions. School discount rates apply on Friday, 25 February only. Students will pay only
$5 with accompanying teachers and supervising adults free. A student/teacher ratio of 7:1
applies.

To Gain Concession Entry

Fill out the Application Form on page 3 and return to the Royal National Capital Agricultural
Society before 5.00pm Monday, 14 February 2011. A letter of entry will be forwarded to your
school allowing access through the Flemington Road main gates.



Application Form

For Student Discount Entry to the
2011 ActewAGL Royal Canberra Show

FRIDAY 25 FEBRUARY FROM 8.30 AM

Name of School:

Postal Address:

Telephone: ( ) Facsimile: ( )

Contact Teacher/s:

Age Range of Students Attending:

Are there any special requirements, for example, wheelchair access? Please give details:

No. Students Under 6 Years FREE
No. Teachers/Supervisors to Attend FREE
No. Students to Attend x $5.00 $
TOTAL: $

1 Please find enclosed a cheque/money order for $
made out to the Royal National Capital Agricultural Society

1 Please charge $ to my 1 Mastercard 1 Visa

Card Number

Expiry Date /

Cardholder’s Name:

Cardholder’s Address:

Postcode:

Cardholder’s Signature:

Please return this completed form to the following address by 14 February 2011:

PO Box 124 MITCHELL ACT 2911

PLEASE PHOTOCOPY THIS FORM



Axrt Maf Ref B5

The Royal Canberra Art Show attracts more than 300 entries each year. A wide range of
traditional and abstract styles will be on display covering subjects such as landscapes,
portraits, still life, mixed media, calligraphy and photography.

Did you know that watercolour paper is not really paper at all? It is actually pressed cotton
cloth.

There is a high chance that schools will be able to see the work of their fellow students on
display in one of the young images sections of the art show. So why not come down and see
the variety of creative talent on display?

In 2011, the Art Section holds a sponsored competition specifically aimed at High School
students (12-17). This is a guessing competition of various painted and other mediums. This
is in memory of Lisa Jane by the Allan Family. The first 5 correct entries win $20 cash. To
participate, simply fill in the form below and return to one of our friendly stewards when you
visit the Art Pavillion.

School:

Contact

Circle the Painting Number
Water Colour Painting No. 2 3

Oil or Acrylic Painting No. 2 3

Pastel Painting No.
Drawing Painting No.
Mixed Media Painting No.

Farmyard Nursery Maf Ref D4

The ActewAGL Farmyard Nursery is by far the cutest part of the show and it’s not every day
the kids get a chance to get up close and personal with the other kind of kids.

We have a variety of baby animals, and their mums, including sows and piglets, cows and
calves, as well as ducklings, chickens, puppies, cavies (guinea pigs) and more!

Visit Kindy Corner, a hands-on area in the Nursery where children can meet, stroke, cuddle,
hold and talk to some of these friendly little animals.

There’s even a cooler than cool hatching display, so come along and watch some of these
little babies come into the world for the first time! Plus, you can have your picture taken with
your favourite animal at the photo stall inside the Nursery (but you might have to catch it first!)



Dog Maf Ref G4

More than 2,000 dogs from 150 different breeds will compete for the coveted title of Best Dog
In Show at the 2011 ActewAGL Royal Canberra Show - Dog Show.

The Royal Canberra Dog Show is the largest three-day dog Show in Australia.

Did you know that dogs are more than pets? Dogs can be professionals, just like humans.
Many of them even have paid jobs! Dogs can work in airports, police stations and on farms.
They protect us, save us, work for us, and give us unconditional love. They really are amazing
creatures, and there are many many different breeds for the different purposes we require
them for.

Your task — visit the Dog section of the show. Find a dog that really interests you and try and
find out more about it!

Cavies Maf Ref C5

Also known as Guinea Pig

This year there will be over 50 different breeds of cavy to be judged in seven different groups
including Coarse Coat, Crested and Longhair. Popular breeds such as Himalayan, Abyssinian,
Dalmatian and Texel will be judged in the 2 Championship Shows on Saturday upstairs above
the Craft Expo in the Coorong Pavilion.

Cavy is the popular name for guinea pig. It is derived from their Latin name, cavia porcellus.
They originally came from the Andes (Peru, Bolivia, and Ecuador) where they have been
domesticated for around 5000 years. They were brought to Europe sometime in the 16th
Century. Princess Diana had cavies as pets when she was young!

If you miss out on Saturday, you can see the cavies on display at the Farmyard Nursery (Map
reference D4) every day of the show, where cavy fanciers will be on hand to answer questions

including where to buy one, how to keep them, showing, etc. They will be able to tell you why
they are called guinea pigs.

Harvest Hall Maf Ref D4

If you can cook it, carve it, grow it or bake it, you will probably find it in Harvest Hall. Harvest
Hall features hundreds of competition entries from bread to cakes to carrots to pumpkins.
Entries in flowers, cookery, jams and spreads, garden produce and lavender will be on show
plus there will also be a display of bees and olive oil. A regular and very popular feature of the
Harvest Hall will be the Woolworths Fresh Produce Display, a magnificent picture scene made
entirely of fresh fruit and vegetables plus grains, rice and wool.

Some sections, such as cookery, garden produce and horticulture, are still open for entry and
students are encouraged to enter. Telephone the Show Office on 6241 2478 for schedules
and entry forms.
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Horse Main Arena

Over 1000 of Australia’s top horses and ponies will compete at the ActewAGL Royal Canberra
Show — a showcase of the finest!

There are many different breeds of horse that compete at the Show for the highly-sought Blue
Ribbon.

The Andalusian horse has great presence, but a calm and controlled disposition, with a coat
that is fine, thick and silky mane and tail, with clean legs and no feathering. The coat colours
allowed are grey, bay, brown, black and chestnut with no broken or dilute colours (eg. pinto,
appaloosa, palomino, buckskin, cremello, or dun).

Another popular breed at this year’s Show is the Welsh pony. A truly versatile breed, the
Welsh pony is judged and classified according to height The smallest is the Welsh Mountain
Pony (Section A) which must not exceed 12 hands in height. The Welsh Pony (Section B)
which must not exceed 13.2hh. The Welsh Pony of Cob Type (Section C) must not exceed
13.2 hh and is a stronger counterpart of the Welsh Pony. The Welsh Cob (Section D) has no
upper height limit but it is recommended the lower height is over 13.2hh. The Welsh pony is
suitable for a child’s first pony right through to harness and saddle events.

Sheep Map Ref F3
Sponsored by Westpac Agribusiness

Over 1000 of Australia’s top horses and ponies will compete at the ActewAGL Royal Canberra
Show - a showcase of the finest!

There are many different breeds of horse that compete at the Show for the sought after
Blue Ribbon. One of these breeds is the Australian Stock Horse. This breed began with the
arrival of horses with the First Fleet to Australia in 1788. Originally these were of English
Thoroughbred and Spanish stock, and then later Arabs and Timor and Welsh Mountain ponies
were imported.

Horses for the Colony needed strength and stamina to survive the long sea journey and to work
in the untamed environment of their new home. Over time, despite their mixed origins, these
horses developed into a strong and handsome type which was eventually called a ‘Waler’,
after the Colony of New South Wales. They were used by explorers, stockmen, settlers,
bushrangers and troopers. They even joined the Army and went to war as the preferred
mount of the cavalry.

At the Opening Ceremony of the 2000 Sydney Olympics the Australian Stock Horse took
centre stage and billions of TV viewers learned the remarkable history of this living icon.
Come and see them working out on the Main Arena.



Goat Maf Ref F3

Goats were among the earliest animals to be domesticated. Goat remains found in Asia tell us
that this domestication happened between 6000 and 7000BC.

Goat breeds can be classified into three different types — meat, dairy and fibre. Dairy breeds
include Anglo-Nubian, British Alpine, Saanen and Toggenburg. Fibre breeds are Angora and
Cashmere, while Boer is a meat breed.

The Boer goat originated in South Africa. It is considered far superior to any other goat breed
for meat purposes.

Anglo-Nubian goats are considered the most popular. They originated in the United Kingdom
as a result of cross breeding the British goat with the Egyptian or Indian descendants. Milk of
these goats is ideal for cheese making because of its high butter fat content.

The Cashmere goat was artificially bred in Australia and exported to the United States of
America in the 1980s. Their Cashmere fleece is very valuable.

Over 300 goats of eight different breeds will be judged at the 2011 ActewAGL Royal Canberra
Show. The Dairy and Angora Goats will be judged on Friday and the Cashmere and Boer
Goats on Saturday. On Sunday, the Boer Goats will continue along with the Junior Handling
and Junior Judging competition.

Alpaca Maf Ref F3

Alpacas are social herd animals and should always be kept with others of their kind, or at
the very least with other herd animals. They are gentle, elegant, inquisitive, intelligent and
observant.

As they are a prey animal, they are cautious and nervous if they feel threatened. They like
having their own space and do not like an unfamiliar alpaca or human getting close, especially
from behind. They warn the intruder away by making sharp, noisy inhalations, putting back
their ears, twisting their heads and necks backwards toward the perceived threat, screaming,
threatening to spit, and eventually may spit and kick. Due to the soft pads on their feet, the
kicks are not as dangerous as those of hoofed animals.

A native of South America, the alpaca is a domesticated member of the Camelid family
which includes the llama, camel, dromedary, guanaco and vicuna. Australia has the largest

population of alpacas outside of South America. Approximately 40,000 alpacas are registered
in Australia.

A large number of alpacas and fleeces are displayed at this year’s Royal Canberra Alpaca
Show. The huacaya alpaca will be judged in ‘short fleece’ (30-70mm) in order to be comfortable
in the heat of Canberra’s mid-summer. Alpacas are shorn once a year, usually in spring.
Fleece weights range from 2-5kg and are valued according to their micron and its silky feel.
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Cattle Maf Ref E3, F3, F4

Cattle first came to Australia on the First Fleet in 1788. The cattle did poorly in the tough
Australian conditions so different breeds from Europe, including Shorthorn and Hereford,
were transported to Australia to improve quality.

The majority of beef cattle in Australia are low in fat but high in iron which promotes strong
and healthy young people.

Each year the ActewAGL Royal Canberra Show showcases a different breed and in 2011
our feature breed is ‘Murray Grey’. Judging will commence at 9am Friday 25 February. Come
along and see if you can pick a winner!

Did you know a cow has to drink 25 litres of water to produce 1 litre of milk and that unprocessed
milk contains 87% water, 5% sugar, 4.5% fat and 3.5% protein?

Beef cattle handlers use a stick called a ‘Show Cane’. This is used to help position the cattle’s
feet so they have the correct stance and then to tickle or scratch them to keep them still and
guiet while they are being judged. They are never used to harm an animal.

Just for fun our young exhibitors will have ‘Calf Capers’ where calves on the show grounds
and their handlers get into fancy dress costumes. Have you ever seen a calf dressed as a
professor? This event is on Saturday 26 February at 5:30pm in Ring 5 (old Woodchop Arena).
It is hilarious to watch, great and is family fun.

Canberra Times Craft Expo Maf Ref C5

Sponsored by The Canberra Times

The Canberra Times Craft Expo features over 1,800 entries each year and is one of the
largest displays of its kind in Australia. It is a major attraction at the Show, displaying a huge
variety of crafts including folk art, beading, crochet, cross stitch, dolls, embroidery, glass,
felting, knitting, lapidary, pottery, porcelain art, spinning, sewing, textiles and woodwork.

This year the Crafts Expo is celebrating the theme ‘Things of the Forest’, so it will be very
exciting to see what exhibits will be created.

Every aspect of the display will be made by a talented array of craftspeople, so it will surely
be a sight to see.

This year the Craft Expo will be holding public judging for the Great Canberra Scarf Competition
to be held on Friday 25 February, 2011 starting at approx. 10am. The Craft section looks
forward to a great turn out for this inaugural competition.
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The activities in this resource book provide
opportunities for teachers to stimulate interest
in a particular field of study.

Teachers may wish to develop whole units of
work using the Show visit as a starting point
for further investigation and research. It is
suggested that teachers encourage students to
collect as much information as possible at the
Show.
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English
Early primary

There are many different animals at the ActewAGL Royal Canberra Show. Describe your
favourite animal from the show and draw them.

Upper primary
Visit Dr Harry at ActewAGL Alley and write a short summary of three things that you learnt.

High School
Write a news paper article about the Royal Canberra Show naming five exhibits/attractions
that you think will appeal to people coming to the show. Include a catchy headline.

Science

Early Primary
Match the names of these animals with their babies.

CAT CALF

DOG LAMB

cow KITTEN

SHEEP PUP
Upper Primary

Using the sheet in the back of the booklet, identify and colour-in every cattle by-product. Then
choose a product that you have identified and write a short sentence about how you use it in
your everyday life.

High School

Science is all around us and is part of our everyday lives. Choose an animal that you saw at
the Royal Canberra Show and write a 500 word essay on the role science plays in breeding,
maintenance and by-product production of that animal.

Math

Early primary
Visit the Horse stable. If there are 297 horses using Loose Boxes, 125 horses using Covered
Stalls and 112 using Open Yards, how many horses are there altogether?

Upper primary
Visit the ActewAGL Farmyard Nursery. If there are 20 people go through the nursery every 15
minutes, how many people will there be in 4 hours?

High School

You are the owner of a hot dog stand at the Royal Canberra Show. If the cost of running the
stand is $15.00 per hour and hot dogs are sold for $2.50 each, how many hot dogs will the
stand owner have to sell over the three days in order to make a profit?



Studies of Society and Environment

Early Primary
Visit the Harvest Hall. Name three types of honey that are on displayed.

Upper Primary
Agriculture is all around us. As consumers, we depend on agriculture to provide food, clothes,
and other things we use every day. List some products that you use in your daily life that are

produced from agriculture.

High School
Discuss the way that weather impacts farmers and their environment.

Health and Physical Fitness

Early primary

Visit the Budawang Pavilion (Leisure and Lifestyle) and check out the Heart Foundation
Stand. Have a good look at all the displays and information. Write down 4 yummy things you
would like to have in a healthy lunch box.

1. 2.
3.

Upper primary
Visit the Heart Foundation stand in Budawang Pavilion and check out the information on the
different types of fat found in food. Can you complete the following sentences:

The type of fat which is most harmful for our blood vessels and heart is
fat.

Both polyunsaturated and fat are found mainly in foods
from plant sources.

High School
What is in a cigarette? Go to the Heart Foundation stand in Budawang Pavilion to find out

what chemicals are found in cigarettes and cigarette smoke.

Technology

Early primary
Technology is used all around us, especially in rides at the Sideshow Alley. Think about the

differences between rides today and rides in the olden days.

Upper primary
Visit the Canadian Lumberjacks show and see how the lumberjack performs. How has
technology improved the way that wood is chopped? Compare wood chop today to methods

of the olden days.

High School
How do farmers use technology to help them in their work? Discuss a particular farming

industry.
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The fair - story map
7\
Draw the route Bindy, Gil and Ryder took during their day at the fair SUNSMK‘Ri@:

Fill in the words from the word list on the five things Bindy and Gil did to
protect their skin from the sun.

Sh__t
Shade
S ®&
Sunglasses
S_nh__ Shirt
Su_g__ss_s Sun hat

Sh e Sunscreen
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Attractions

Spectacular Canadian Lumberjacks Map Ref B4
First time coming to the Show, the Spectacular Canadian Lumberjacks combines danger,
excitement, thrills, spills and side splittling hilarity of lumberjack extravaganza. Wood chopping,
axe throwing, log rolling, pole climbing, chainsaw dueling, audience participation and more,
the performance delivers an exciting hour long show that leaves the audience breathless!

Milking Barn Map Ref E3
The Dairy Farmers Milking Barn holds entertaining and educational demonstrations of modern
milking techniques. Join in the fun of using an old-fashioned butter churn to turn fresh milk into
butter or sample a range of milk products from the giant Canberra Milk carton nearby.

Side Show Alley Map Ref B3
Rides have always been a fun feature at the Show. In Side Show Alley there are over 100
games and rides, so join in the fun and have a go!

Farmyard Nursery Map Ref D4

Cuddling a baby farm animal is an exciting and rare experience! At the Farmyard Nursery,
there are a variety of baby animals and their mothers including goat & kid, mare & foal, sow
and piglet, cow and calf, as well as ducklings, chickens and puppies.

Grand Parade Map Ref C3
The Grand Parade is full of colour and spectacle as hundreds of animals and entertainers
parade around the Main Arena. The Grand Parade will be on Saturday 26 February at 4pm
and Sunday 27 February at 2.30pm.

Pig Racing and Pig Diving Map Ref E4
Witness who the fastest little piggy will be at the Pig Racing and watch Australia’s favourite
diving pig, leaping off a 4 metre diving board into a pool. You can’t miss out on this hilarious
event.

Dr Harry Map Ref E4
A major highlight of the 2011 ActewAGL Royal Canberra Show will be Australia’s favourite TV
Vet, Dr Harry Cooper, performing at the ActewAGL Alley. He will be available to answer all
animal and pet-care questions, as well as signing autographs!



Safety Around Animals

Although many animals are domesticated, they can cause injury and should be treated
with caution.

The size and bulk of some animals can make them potentially dangerous.

Please advise students the following:

A

> > b b b D

> b

> b b D

>

Do nolt make any sudden movements or loud noises. This may startle the
animals.

Do not poke, tease or copy the sound any animal makes.

Only touch animals if the owner is present and gives his or her permission.

Do not stand behind the animals.

Quietly speak to the animal as you approach, to avoid frightening the animal.
Move S'°W'K in single file when around animals. Cows can see nearly 360
degrees without moving their heads. A quick movement from behind is just as
likely to frighten them as a movement from the front.

Allow enough space between yourself and the animals to avoid being stepped
on, kicked or bitten.

Be extra careful around small newborn animals. Adult females are more
aggressive when protecting their young.

Touch animals gently. Do not push or shove.

Very young children, particularly in prams, should not be moved close to an
animal and the child should not be encouraged to pat.

Wash hands after stroking animals.
Please advise students to wear comfortable shoes, a hat and sunscreen.
Students should also wear some form of school identification.

We suggest that the group have a designated ‘check in’ location and time in
case members of the group get separated.

Central Park, located near the main entrance, map reference B4, provides plenty
of shade. Please point this out to your students on arrival.

Aback pack or carr_?/ bag is useful for students to collect information and samples
from exhibitors while at the Show.

Royal National Capital
Agricultural Society

Presented by the Royal National Capital Agricultural Society
PO Box 124 Mitchell ACT 2911 | ABN 12 008 514 912
Phone: 02 6241 2478 | Fax: 02 62411712 | Email: admin@rncas.org.au
Web: www.rncas.org.au | FaceBook: www.facebook.com/rncas
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